
 
Youth Ministries 

Youth Ministry at FUMC 

 
Through our Youth Program here at FUMC we strive to make 
young disciples of Jesus Christ by connecting youth to God, 
each other and a great purpose! Here is an overview of how 
we live out our mission: 
 
Sunday School: Our Sunday School program is divided into 
two age groups. Both groups, Junior High (grades 7-8) and 
Senior High (grades 9-12), meet in the Youth Room on the 
second floor of the Education Building at 9:45 a.m. Sunday 
mornings for a time of fellowship before separating in to 
different classrooms. Our program utilizes a United 
Methodist six year curriculum called “Claim the Life” that 
teaches the youth the Bible and Christian values through 
Bible study and experimental methods.  

The Outside: The Outside is our program for all youth 
grades 7-12. The group meets every Wednesday night from 
6:30-8 p.m. Our time begins with a light meal and fellowship. 
Then we move into a time of Bible study where we separate 
the youth by gender and by age for a look at how God’s 
Word is relevant in our lives. And we end our night with 
friendly games and a sending forth with prayer.  
 
Mission and Service: Our youth program is very committed 
to serving our church, community and our world service 
projects and mission trips. In the fall, we host a Children’s 
Halloween Party called “Trunk or Treat” that provides a 
safe place for  the children of Gonzales to trick or treat 
and have fun. In January, we collect food and other dona-
tions for our local Assistance Ministry through the Souper 
Bowl of Caring. In the spring, we raise money and aware-
ness for hunger and poverty by fasting for 30 hours 
through the 30 Hour Famine event. During the summer we 
have two week-long mission trips; one for the Jr. High and 
one for the Sr. High. 
 
Confirmation: Our Confirmation program is an 8-10 week 
class for 6th graders to learn and explore the Christian 
faith and Methodist heritage in order for them to make an 
informed decision about what they believe. This class is 
taught in the spring and facilitated by our Youth Director. 
At the end of the class the youth decide if they are ready to 
make a public confession of their faith. A class for youth 
who are older than 6th grade is also available every other 
year.  
 
Other Activities: Some of the other events though out the 
year are Outdoor Movie Night, Super Bowl Party, Concerts, 
Slime Olympics, 5th Quarter Block Party, Ski trip and Camp-
ing trip.  
 
Along with all these activities and events our youth pro-
gram strives to give each youth a safe place to meet with 
friends and to connect with God. For questions or more in-
formation about our Youth Ministry here at First UMC 
please contact our Youth Director, Joel Griffin at 830-672-
8521 or rjgriffin@gvec.net. 
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