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PASTORôS CORNER 
 

 October 22, 2009.  I could hardly wait for that day to arrive.  The time leading up to this day 
seemed like an eternity.  When youôre anticipating something, why does time seem to pass by 
soooo  slowly?  My desire to reach this date was for selfish reasons; for this day holds no significant 
meaning to my family, to our nation, or even to Christianity.  Why was October 22, 2009 so 
important?  Because it marked the release of Microsoft Windows 7éthe new operating software for 
computers!  (did I mention my selfishness?)  For those of us lured into buying and using Microsoft 
Windows Vista (the software replaced by Windows 7) October 22 could not have come fast enough.  
But the coveting of this new software reminds me of something: we live in such a disposable 
society.  I know Iôm guilty of this!  When something appears to be ñwornò or ñout of dateò what do we 
do?  We go out and buy the newest and the latest!  Too easily we throw away ñthe oldò simply 
because of our desire to have ñthe new.ò 
 We find the idea of ñnewnessò in the scriptures.  Godôs promise of ñnewnessò is a steady 
theme throughout the New Testament: a new covenant, new song, new commandment, new 
creation, new life, new wine, and in the book of Revelation, a new Jerusalem, new heaven, and new 
earth. 
 In fact, Revelation 21 verse 5 reads, ñAnd the one who was seated on the throne said, óSee, I 
am making all things new.ôò  But I donôt think God was thinking of ócash for clunkersô when He said, ñI 
am making all things new.ò  Even though we would all love a new car, a new house, or a new 
dishwasher, what is more important is the new life we have in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Each day we 
stand in Christôs grace.  Each day is an opportunity to know Godôs unconditional love and the power 
of forgiveness. 
 What are you carrying in your life that needs a good dose of Godôs ñnewness?ò  What 
relationship is broken that needs healing?  What fear do you need to let go of?  The question I finally 
asked myself (when I paused from my coveting) was what would my life look like if I hungered for 
Godôs ñnewnessò as much as I hungered for the new operating software for my computer?  There 
are many ñthingsò Iôm willing to toss away (goodbye Windows Vista!) but why is it so easy to cling to 
old regrets, old fears, and old grudges? 
 If we are a church that believes in Jesus Christ, then we are a church that believes in 
ñnewness.ò  We believe in unconditional love and the power of forgiveness.  We believe and trust 
that God can make ALL things new. 
 This is what I believe as a Christian, and this is what I preach and teach as a Pastor.  I offer 
you Christ and hope you drink deeply of His life giving water.  ñTo the thirsty I will give water as a gift 
from the spring of the water of life.ò  (Rev. 21: 6) 
 

   God Bless You and Yours! 

     Pastor Andy  
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Staff  
 

Rev. Andy Smith 
Joel Griffin, Youth Director 

Betty Wharton, Program Director 
Felicia Cantu, Secretary 

Willa Keck, Childrenôs Director 
Shirley Goss, Wesley Nurse 

Ann Keck,  Choir Director 
Meg Roberts, 10:45 Music Director 

Christina Menking, Organist 
Bill Meadows, Pianist 

Rosannah Green, Attendance 
Sandra Jandt, Happy House Director 

Virginia Hallmark, Librarian 

Young at Heart  
 

 

The Young at Heart Group will 
be going to Lost Maples State 
Park on November 19.  After 
touring the park, we will be 
going to Utopia to eat lunch at 
the Lost Maples Café.  We will 
leave the church at 8:30 a.m. 

Community Thanksgiving  

Service  
 

Sunday, November 22nd  
 

6:30 p.m.  
 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church  

Attention All Ladies of the Church 
 
 

Our annual Fall Ladies Luncheon will be held 
on Saturday, November 7th at 12 noon in the 

Narthex.  All ladies are welcome.   
Please sign up in the church office or call to 

add your name to the list. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING 
November 23rd and 24th!! Pease come and help 

us decorate our Church for the Advent and 
Christmas seasons. We will begin both days at 

9:00 a.m. Come when you can!! 
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GIFTS TO THE LIBRARY:  
DEEPER WATER by Robert Whitlow - Christian Fiction 
MISS JULIAôS SCHOOL OF BEAUTY by Ann Ross - ñ 
PURCHASE BY LIBRARY BOARD:  
HOW GOOD DO WE HAVE TO BE? By Harold S. Kushner - Religious 
GIFTS TO THE LIBRARY FROM PASTOR PAM:  
The Story of Philosophy by Will Durant 
Journal of Theology by John Swartz 
Local Religion in 16th Century Spain BY Wm. A. Christain, Jr. 
The Gospel of Judas by Rodolphe Kasser 
The Singer and the Song by Miriam T. Winter 
Hear Then the Parable by Bernard B. Scott 
Counseling Teenagers by Keith Olson 
Catechism of the Catholic Church by Pope Paul II 
Living Grace by Walter Klaiber 
Breakthrough Eckhartôs Creation Spirituality in New Translation by Matthew Fox 
The First Urban Christians by Wayne A. Meeks 
The New Creation by Theodore Runyon 
A History of God by Karen Armstrong 
The Dead Sea Scrolls in English by G. Vermes 
Basic Christian Doctrine by John H. Leith 
Prayers from Ground Zero by James R. McGraw 
Prayers Out of the Depths by Mary  Caswell Walsh 
Prayers in Times of Crisis by   ñ          ñ             ñ 
New Testament Exegesis by Gordon D. Fee 
No Man Left Behind by Patrick Morley 
Taking Back the United Methodist Church by Mark Tooley 
How United Methodists Study Scriptures by Gayle C. Felton 
A History of Ancient Israel and Judah by J. Maxwell Miller 
Pastoral Car of the Sick, Rites of Anointing and Viaticum by Pope Paul VI 
United Methodist Renewal, What Will It Take by James Heidinger 
The Parables of Jesus by Joachim Jeremias 
Christian Theology by John H. Sailhamer 
The Bible and Its Influence by Cullen Schippe 
Waking fromDoctrinal Amnesia by Wm. J. Abraham 
Stories in My Neighbourôs Faith by Susan L. Scott 
We Are United Methodists by Ewart G. Watts 
Gifted Hands by Ben Carson 
Galatians by Hans Dieter Betz 
Keeping Spiritual Balance AS We Grown Older by Molly Srode 
Old Testament Theology in Outline by Walter Zimmeril 
Reading the Old Testament by Lawrence Boadt 
READING AND DISCUSSION BOOK CLUB:  
REMEMBER NEXT MEETING: October 22, 2009 ï WOODSBURNER by John J. Pipkin. Virginia Hallmark 
moderator.  Our Group has voted to follow THE EMMAUS READERS ï Listening for God in Contemporary 
Fiction by Susan M. Felch for our selections for the next six months. Can God send you a message through a 
modern book such as historical fiction, mysteries, science fiction and graphic novels?  You will find a synopsis of 
a novel, biographical material about the author, discussion of novel, and a list of similar books.  This book is 
designed for book groups but individual readers looking for spiritual issues relevant to daily life in current books 
may find the following writers of interest:  P.D. James, Leif Enger, Yann Maartel, Ian McEwan, and others. 
 

STARS!!!!   JUST PEER INTO THE SKY OVERHEAD.  Have a good look:  Who created all of those?  He keeps 
careful track of the whole works.  He has a name for each one of them. Through His sheer power and limitless 
strength not one of them is unaccounted for.                                                                                   Isaiah 40:25-26 
é..Taken from ALL NATURE SINGS by J. R. Jacobson 

LIBRARY LINES  By Virginia Hallmark  
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 I canôt believe that the holiday season is here! November has a lot 
in store for our youth. We are having a great time at The Outside on 
Wednesday nights from 6:30-8 p.m. Remember dinner is provided and 
everyone is welcome! On Wednesday, November 11 school is out for a 
holiday and that means all youth are invited to go play Paintball! We 
will meet at the church at 9:30 am and return at 2:30 pm. The cost is 
$30 per person. The youth from the First Baptist Church will be joining 
us for some down and dirty fun!  
 Sunday, November 8 is Children and Youth Sunday where the young people lead our 
congregation in worship for both services that morning. All youth are invited to participate. Contact me 
to sign up to help!  
 Also, during the month of November the youth will be selling pies to raise money for the Winter Ski 
Trip! They will be selling pumpkin, apple and pecan for $10 each. All pies must be pre-ordered before 
Wednesday, November 18th! And they may be picked up at the church on Sunday, November 22 from 
10:30 am until 1 pm.  
 November also brings the Thanksgiving holiday. Yeah! No School! Please be thankful this month 
for all that God has given to you. Remember everything is a gift from Him! 
 We have had so much fun on Wednesday nights playing games and learning about ourselves and 
God. It is my hope that you will continue to come to church because we all miss you when youôre not 
there. As always, please donôt hesitate to come by and see me or call 203-0559 or email 
rjgriffin@gvec.net 

Love in Christ, 
Joel Griffin 

Upcoming Events in December: 
6thï Christmas Pageant 

12ï Christmas Dinner Dance 
13ï Hayride 

19-23ï Winter Ski Trip 

 
 
 
 

 The Mission Committee is continuing to work on the ñCHRISTMAS TREE SHOE BOXES" TO 
GIVE NEEDY CHILDREN WORLD WIDE  a nice Christmas gift.  We believe this gift will also give the 
children information about Jesus Christ.  This project will end the first week in November.  We hope 
our church members will provide many more completed Shoe Boxes as we need over 20 more to meet 
our quote. 
  Our next big project will be "CHRISTMAS BOXES" FOR THE NEEDY FAMILIES IN 
GONZALES COUNTY.  We are planning on preparing 140 boxes with a whole chicken plus a lot of 
basic foods.  We get some food from the Food Bank in Victoria then with donations of food and money 
from our church members we buy the remainder from HEB or Walmart.  GCAM will provide us with a 
list of the needy families that will receive the Christmas Boxes.  We encourage each person to assist 
us in this project.  Katie Garrett is the chairman of the "CHRISTMAS BOXES" project. 
  In the future our committee is very interested in assisting  our church members in forming 
different mission teams who would travel to assist needy families in the United States or other 
countries.  We have been contacted by "FLYING PELICAN MISSIONS' who would assist us in sending 
a team to Mexico, Belize or Jamaica.   If you are interested  in being on a mission team please let the 
Mission Committee  and/or Pastor Andy know. 
 

Jerry Jacobs, Chairman 


