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PASTORGS CORNER

Here these words from 1 Corinthians chapter 12: A For j ust as the
many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free and we were all made to drink of one

One of my hobbies is following auto racing; particularly NASCAR and Formula 1 racing.
You may find it shocking or interesting to know that a minister enjoys the sights, sounds,
and excitement of fast cars. | do. But to my wife, Monica, auto racing is boring; the cars do
nothing but run around in circles!

Whether or not you follow this sport, it is simply amazing to realize how so many parts
must work together in order for the engine to finish the race. For example, Formula 1
engines operate at over 19,000 RPM. (t hg
puny six cylinder engine in my Honda van never exceeds 5,000 RPM. But all engines have
the same basic parts and must work together, at just the right moment, to make the engine
run smoothly and with adequate power.

| often associate this imagery with the Body of Christ. It is as Paul talks about in 1
Corinthians chapter 12. i Now you together are Christads
part of it.o

We are blessed to be a part of Christads
of our congregation! Because together we are a people who really believe that God loves
us and gives to us new and everlasting life. Our sins are forgiven, and nothing in all
creation wil/ ever separate us from Godbéd
done!

As members of the Body of Christ we each individually are the parts of a very special
engine that needs to run and finish a divinely given race. That means, as Christians, we live
our lives differently than the rest of the world. We are a people of hope whose drive is to
proclaim and share Goddéds grace and | ove w

Every person in our congregation has a part to play in the life of the church. From the
youngest to the oldest of members, we are like the engine of a Formula 1 race car. We
seek to operate together to ensure that the church is a place that communicates hope and
offers ministries that care for those in need. Of course the source that gives us the fuel and
endurance to run this race of faith is th
hope and pray our revival was a blessing to your soul and an inspiration to walk of faith. As
Rev. Winter said, we need to nurture our soul by taking part in all the means of grace:

(prayer, Bi ble study, worship, communi on,
Goddéds grace gives us the ability to do t
|l asting strength to finish the race. Dr i

part to play in the running of the Church.
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Wesleyan Circle

The Wesleyan Circle of the United Methodist
Women would like to invite all ladies to the March
circle meeting on Tuesday, March 9 at 6:30 p.m.
in the church narthex. This is their annual
membership meeting. They plan to share the
circle's mission and future plans.
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Daylight
Savings Time
begins
March 14th

Be sure to set your
clocks ahead 1 hour.

Rev. Andy Smith
Joel Griffin, Youth Director Young at Heart
Bett;l/:V\ll_hartgn, frogram tDirector The fiYoung at H ¢
_elicia Lantu, secretary - will be going to the Hill Country
willa Keck, Childre éculpture Ranch outside of
Shirley Goss, Wesley Nurse Johnson citv. Thursd March
Ann Keck, 8:30 Music Director 0 230 city, thursday, Marc
Meg Roberts, 10:45 Music Director 18, 2010. .
Christina Menking, Organist After the tour we will be
Bill Meadows, Pianist eating at the Johnson City
Rosannah Green, Attendance Silver K Café.
Sandra Jandt, Happy House Director Please be at the church at 8:30
Virginia Hallmark, Librarian a.m. if you plan to go.
MARCH 26-27, 2010
J. B. WELLS PARK
ACel ebr at e. Remember . Fight Back. o The 2010
focus on these words by nAnCel ebrating More Birth:q

scheduled for March 26-27 at J.B. Wells Park. Throughout the event participants will celebrate with
the survivors, remember those dealing with cancer and those who lost their battle, and commit to fight
back against this dreadful disease that affects so many by means of mission and advocacy.

You can support Relay for Life by purchasing luminarias to honor survivors and the memory of

loved ones.

Each one is a $5 donation to the American Cancer Society. All you have to do is

complete the form on the back and mail it with your donation to the address at the bottom of the form.
Everyone is invited to attend the luminaria ceremony on Friday evening at 9 p.m. Thank you for
supporting Relay for Life. Together we will celebrate, remember, and fight back!
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Dear FUMC Family,

Thank you once again for welcoming our new
baby Rachel with generous hearts. We are
thankful for the beautiful quilt and the package of
diapers from the church. Thank you also for the
many cards, the delicious food, the gifts, and the
prayers of celebration. We are deeply grateful for
your love and support.

In Christ,
Andy, Monica,
Anna and Rachel Smith

Dear Church Family,

Thank you to everyone for supporting our
luncheon and cake auction that helped make our
ski trip possible.

Travis Fink

Dear Methodist Church,

Thank you so much for the desserts you
donated for the meal and for your thoughts and
prayers.

The Family of Cherie Kuntschik

First United Methodist Church,

Thank you so much for the baby blanket and
diapers for Lainey. She is so precious to us and
we appreciate your thinking of us during our
celebration.

Cody Witzkoske
Courtney Rodriguez

First United Methodist ,
Thank you so much for the Valentine. It
brightened my day!
Thanks,
Angelica Zumwalt

Dear Andy, Staff and Members of First UMC,
We are late in responding however, the
depth of our gratitude is so much more than you
can know. We cannot thank all of you enough
for all your prayers, your cards, visits, telephone
calls and visits to the hospital and Warm Springs
after Donal doés acci de
kept up with the updated issues at hand and
wanted to tend to our needs and cares. We
were looking up and being hopeful when we lost
Donald, and again, there you all were! The
outpouring of love was overwhelming. Thank all
of you for your cards again, your prayers were
felt by all of us and are getting us through this
time in our lives. Than you for your calls, visits,
flowers and the wonderful memorials made in

Donal dés memory. You
presence did for our healing.
To the shawl ministry: | (Emily) wrap it

around me nearly every night...the arms of
Jesus, soft and securely, wrapped around me.

To those of you who prepared food for us
after the services: Outstanding! We appreciate
ALL that you did. The friends and extended
family are so thankful for all that you did.

Last but certainly not least to Pastor Andy:
Thank you for all your calls, visits to Donald,
prayers and strength given to us. We know the
trips werenot easy wit
but your presence was a blessing to all of us.
We love our God and thank him for the
abundance of love we find in our FUMC family.
Once again, thank you and God bless each and
every one of you.

The Family of Donald Neuse
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LIBRARY LINES By virginia Hallmark

PASTOR PAM6S GIFTS TO THE LI BRARY:
THE GOD CATCHERS by Tommy Tenney

QUEST FOR INCLUSIVENESS by Dr. Austin Frederick, Jr.
THEOLOGICAL MALPRACETICE by James V. Heidinger

THE COVENANT GOD by Kay Arthur

GROWING IN THE LIFE OF FAITH by Craig Dyksrra

LI VI NG GOD6S WORD by David Knight
CELEBRATING HOLIDAYS AND HOLY DAYS by Judy Weaver
BOUNDARIES WORKBOOK by Henry Cloud

CHRISTIANITY AND THE SOCIAL CRISIS IN THE 21% CENTURY by Walter Rauschenbusch
THE BOOK OF WISECRACKS by Gerald Mann

FIVE LOAVES AND TWO BOWLS OF BORSCHT BY Janice Lemke
PRAYING THE NAMES OF JESUS by Ann Spangler

HAPPINESS IS A CHOICE by Frank B. Minirth

FROM DEPRESSION TO WHOLENESS by Debbie Thurman

NINE THINGS YOU SIMPLY MUST DO by Henry Cloud

SEARCH FOR MEANING by Thomas N. Naylor

WOMEN SPEAKI NG, WOMEN LI STENI NG by Maura ONeill
THE SEARCH FOR MEANING WORKBOOK by Thomas H. Naylor
SHALOM, SALAAM, PEACE by Allison Stokes

READING THE BIBLE WITH THE DAMNED by Bob Ekblad

READING AND DISCUSSION BOOK CLUB:

January 28, 2010. BOOK: The Help by Kathryn Stocker. Norma Fink was our discussion leader. A young
woman with a degree from Ole Miss but neither a s
cotton farm in Jackson, Miss. It is 1962 and Eugenia finds that she no longer fits in. She is especially bothered
by the way white women treat their black maids so she decides to write a book about their experiences. She
uses no names as she writes, in a very short time she finds herself and the maids in trouble with the local white
women. This story is very humorous/sad although it is probably true for 1962 in Mississippi. The author came
down hard on the white women, deservedly so. Actually, the world has changed, especially here in Texas.
However, the book is certainly worth reading. FIND IT IN THE LIBRARY.

January 28, 2010 i MR. IVES CHRISTMAS by Oscar Hijuelos. Fran Jackson will lead the discussion.

BOOK REVIEW:

€ AND STUMBLED ON A MORNI NG by Bill Austin. Thi s i
However, sometimes you run across a book so good that it deserves to stay in the Library despite age. Rev. Bill
Austin began to think he fAwas born to preacho a vy
He married happily and was preaching, teaching, speaking, and writing in a university town. Out of he blue he
began to experience terrible pain. He was told he had multiple sclerosis. He and his wife traveled far and wide
for diagnosis and treatment. Nothing worked. He became depressed but never lost his faith in God. After years
of pain, he could hardly get around. One night he was in such pain, his wife took him to the ER. Doctors did
MRIs of his back and hip and surprisingly he was found to have 5 lumber slipped discs and 3 cervical slipped
discs. He was immediately taken to surgery and his back repaired. His pain improved immediately and he
recovered. He now teaches religion at Hardin-Simmons University, Abilene, Texas.

BOARD MEETING. A Library Board Meeting resulted in Carol Wallace volunteering to a help with typing, filing,
etc. in the library. Ways to interest children in reading our library books were discussed. Also, ordering large
print books is being considered. Since we have a large quantity of old books, duplicate books, and those not
suitable for our library, it was decided to contact a local nursing facility and also Country Village to determine their
interest. It seems appropriate to offer these books to needy seniors.

AND THE ONE WHO IS SEATED ON THE THRONE SAID, BEHOLD, | AM MAKING ALL THINGS NEW. (Rev
21:5a) Beyond the universe there is a Throne. And on that Throne Someone is seated. In English we call that

{ ea

oun

Someone fAGodo. For us and for every creature in the

SOMEONE IS IN CHARGE. Someone is responsible for all that exists. There is a Throne, and God is seated on
it (Taken from AAII Nature Singso by J. R. Jacobs

on)
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There are some exciting activities and events going on in the next couple of months. Here
is what you can look forward to:

March
3 A The-5060u$Hs6i30 e O JH
7  Confirmation Retreat Noon-2 p.m. at FUMC
10 AThe 60680 SH-6B@ o JH
12-13 District Confirmation Retreat at Cathedral Oaks
17 No AThS®pringBreaki d e o0
24 AThe BB SH-6B@ o JH

31 Sr. High Mission Trip Registration Due
31-1 Insomnia Lock-in 7pm-7am
April
31-1 Insomnia Lock-in 7pm-7am
4 Happy Easter
16 Spaghetti Supper 4 p.m.
18 Jr. High Mission Trip Registration Due
25 Father/Son Paintball Day
25 Mother/Daughter Event

Throughout the month of March our youth will be raising money for our Insomnia event to provide
beds to orphanages around the world. The students get friends, family and church members to
sponsor them as they go without sleep on March 31-April 1. For every $250 raised we provide one
complete bed (frame, mattress and box springs, sheets, comforter and pillow) for a child who
would otherwise sleep on the floor. During our lock-in our youth will be participating in games,
service projects, worship, education on the orphans all while spending the night at the church. Our
goal is to raise $5000 for 20 beds! I Kknow
encourage all our youth to participate in some way by raising money in any amount. If you have
guestions or would like to get a pledge sheet for the Insomnia event call me or drop me an e-mail.

Registration forms for the Junior High and Senior High Mission Trips are now available. The Jr.
High will be going to Southeast, TX June 6-10 and will be helping with the hurricane relief efforts.
The deadline for registration is Sunday, April 18 ™ and the cost is $120! The Sr. High will be
going to Shiner, TX with an organization called UM ARMY on June 20-26. There they will team up
with other churches from this area to serve repair homes. The cost of the trip is $250 and
registrations are due by Sunday, March 31st. Both trips require a 1 to 5 adult to youth ratio so if
any adults would like to go we really need you and you trip is FREE! We will be selling Stock
Certificates again this year for the cost of $10 each. You may pick those up when you turn in your
registration form.

We will be kicking off our Confirmation Class this month with class and a retreat on March 7. It
looks like we will have another great class this year! Confirmation is for all 6™ graders who want to
learn more about what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. If you know anyone who would want
to be a part of our class, please let me know before our retreat.

We have a | ot of things going on so please d
number is 672-8521 or 203-0559 and email is rjgriffin@gvec.net. Hope to see you soon!
Love in Christ!

Joel Griffin
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