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PASTORôS CORNER 
 

 Why do we celebrate a new year?  Is the changing of a number simply an excuse to have another 
celebration or is there something more to this moment of time.  To me, it is clear that the passing of time is 
sacred, because in that passing are the moments that create meaning and purpose for our lives.  And part of 
our human nature is to seek meaning in the passage of time.   
 Time is the arena where we organize, prioritize, and remember.  We create milestones in our time and 
take pictures or video to memorialize such sacred moments.  We celebrate birthdays and anniversaries.  We 
remember significant events.  We keep track of the passage of time so we can preserve the past, make sense 
out of the present, and find direction and hope for the future. 
 There are a couple of Scripture passages that remind us that God does not measure time like we do.  
Psalm 90 says, ñFor a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the 
night.ò  And 2 Peter 3:18 says, ñBut do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.ò 
    From this we learn that God does not operate in the same time we live in.  God doesnôt work in ñmomentsò 
but rather in ñpatterns.ò  The Bible uses two different words for time.  God operates in kairos, a Greek word 
meaning ñthe fullness of time.ò  We live in chronos time, the Greek word meaning the passage of minutes, 
days, years, and even centuries.   
 Iôm always aware of the differences between kairos and chronos, but even more so around this time of 
year.  Many of us will be making New Year Resolutions and new commitments that seek to help us make 
better sense out of the present and to find direction and hope for the future.   
 But as you make these resolutions take a moment to allow Godôs kairos into your plans for the New 
Year.  John Wesley (the founder of the Methodist movement) prayed a specific prayer at the beginning of each 
year and it is a prayer I invite you to include in your New Year celebration.  Wesleyôs prayer is a covenant 
prayer, and I cannot think of a stronger resolution than to place Godôs Will before my own wants, needs, and 
ambitions. 
 In the passage of time, may each of you discover the fullness, the wholeness, and the blessings God 
has for every moment of your life.  Here is the Wesleyôs covenant prayer, 
 

 Lord, make me what you will.  I put myself fully into your hands: Put me to doing, put  
me to suffering.  Let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you.  Let me be full, 

 let me be empty.  Let me have all things, let me have nothing.  I freely and 
 with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal.  Amen. 

 
Happy New Year and God Bless! 

Andy  
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The Prayer 
Shawl Group 

m e e t s  o n 
M o n d a y 
evenings from 

5:45 till 6:45 in 
t h e  o f f i c e 
parlor. 
 

Our ministry is one of providing hand knit or 

crocheted shawls for those in need of a tangible 
sign of Godôs love.  These needs can be joys or 
concerns and are not limited to just our church 

family though our members are a priority to us.  
Nor is our group limited to those who are 
members all are welcome to come and 

participate in this ministry out reach.  

Staff  
 

Rev. Andy Smith 
Joel Griffin, Youth Director 

Betty Wharton, Program Director 
Felicia Cantu, Secretary 

Willa Keck, Childrenôs Director 
Shirley Goss, Wesley Nurse 

Ann Keck,  8:30 Music Director 
Meg Roberts, 10:45 Music Director 

Christina Menking, Organist 
Bill Meadows, Pianist 

Rosannah Green, Attendance 
Sandra Jandt, Happy House Director 

Virginia Hallmark, Librarian 

DULCIMER 
GROUP 

 

The Dulcimer Group 
meets on the second 

Thursday of each 
month. Our next get together will be Jan. 14th.  

Young at Heart  
 

 

The Young at Heart Group 
will be going to San Antonio 
on Thursday, January 21.  

They will be going to the 
Witte Museum in the 
morning and will eat lunch at 

Earl Abelôs Restaurant. If you 
plan to go, please be at the 
church at 8:30 a.m. 

 

Earth Angels  
 

 Pam & Tom Lester shared their lovely 
home with the Earth Angels for our annual 

Christmas party which was held on December 8.  
Many thanks to them for doing this each year, 
especially as our numbers have grown. 

The group was delighted to be a part of an 
exhibit at the Gonzales Historical Museum 
during the month of November.  Some members 

even left their quilts there during Winterfest. The 
museum director said many visitors enjoyed the 
quilts and that he wished he had more room to 
display quilts for a longer period of time without 

having to cover the other displays. 
 The group also participated in Winterfest 
activities with quilt displays in various 

businesses around town. Many thanks go to the 
following: the businesses that agreed to the 
displays, Connie Dolezal for coordinating the 

displays, and Earth Angel members for sharing 
their quilts with the town. 
Earth Angels continue to work on quilt requests 

and deliveries. It is always amazing that when a 
need arises, a quilt also seems to appear. 

Earth Angels hope that you and yours had a 

wonderful Thanksgiving and that you will have a 

Merry Christmas! 
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NEW VEGGIE TALES IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY: 
What are Veggie Tales?  They are a part of the Libraryôs Ministry to children. Kids of all ages will benefit from 
valuable lessons taught by the CDs or DVDs in Veggie Tales.  Kids will cheer a cucumber as he overcomes 
incredible odds. Esther - the girl who became queen ï teaches kids that you never need to be afraid to do 
whatôs right.  Larry Boy and the Rumor Weed teach that God doesnôt want us to tell stories that can hurt.  He 
wants us to spread nice worlds.  The Toy that Saved Christmas is about giving, especially about a baby who 
was the greatest gift of all.   Parents, think about checking out a few for your children. 
 

GIFTS TO THE LIBRARY:  Fiction: 
Separation by Charles J. Patricoff 

Day of Judgment by Jack Higgins 
The Carpenterôs Lady by Barbara Delinsky 
Bedtime Story by Jim Robinson 
Mrs. Jeffries Learns the Trade by Emily Brightwell 

Miss Julia Takes Over by Ann B. Ross 
Summerôs Child by Luanne Rice 
A Love Woven True by Tracie Peterson 
A Tapestry of Hope by    ñ         ñ 

The Pattern of Her Heart by   ñ      ñ 
Allisonôs Journey by Wanda Brunstetter 
  Non-fiction:  Terror by Night by Terry Caffy 
                                  Boys of Autumn by Mike Bynum 
                                  Lost Boy by Brent Jeffs 
                                  Armand Hammer by Neil Lyndon ï Biography 
                                  Quiet Strength by Tony Dingy                ñ 
                                  Commitment to Love by Deanna McClary ï ñ 
AVs:  A cousinôs Promise, Book 1 by Wanda Brunstetter ï Fiction 

           The Secret by Beverly Lewis - Fiction 
 

PURCHASES BY LIBRARY BOARD: 
Veggie Tales:  Holiday Pack 
                        St. Nicholas, a Story of Joyful Giving 

                        Moe and the Big Exit 
                        Esther 
                        Duke and the Great Pie War 
                        God Wants Me to Forgive Them 

                        Whereôs God When Iôm S-Scared 
Max Lucado    Hermie & Friends 
Alexander Tolstoy Martin the Cobbler 
 

GIFTS TO THE LIBRARY FROM PASTOR PAM: 

The Bible by KJV ï Religious 
The New Strongôs Expanded Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible by James Strong-Religious 
Abandonment to Divine Providence by Jean Piere De Caussade ï Religious 
What They Donôt Teach You at Harvard Business School by Mark H. McCormack-Non-Fiction 

Men are from Mars, Women are from Venus by John Gray ï non-fiction 
Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe ï Fiction 
The Greatest Muhammad Ali by Richard Durham ï Biography 
Widowed by Joyce Brothers ï Biography 
The Boy Who Sailed Around the World Alone by Robin Graham - Biography 
 

READING AND DISCUSSION BOOK CLUB: MEETING of November 19, 2009 ï LIGHT IN THE DARK AGES: 
THE FRIENDSHIP OF FRANCIS & CLARE OF ASSISI.  This book establishes a relationship between medieval 
saints Francis and Clare of Assisi but it was not a love affair in any way.  Francis, son of wealth, had quite an 
impact on Christianity with his compassion, simplicity, love of animals, and preaching of the Gospels.  Clare, like 
her friend, Francis, strove to live life like Christ ï poverty combined with service to humanity.  A very interesting 
book which is likely to move you toward Jesus. 
 

GLORY TO GOD ON HIGH AND ON EARTH, PEACE! 

LIBRARY LINES  By Virginia Hallmark  



4 

 I hope the end of your 2009 was a great and many blessings 

on your 2010! The spring is such a busy time with school, sports, 
stock show, end of school and all the other stuff. Make sure you 
carve out a little time each week to come to church. 

 For the spring semester we have a new time for The Outside 
on Wednesday nights. The Junior High will meet from 5:30-7:00 
and the Senior High will meet from 6:30-8:00. Both groups will 

meet in the Youth Room and will have a snack supper together 
from 6:30-7. The Outside will start back on January, 6th. 
 On Sunday, January 17th the youth will be going to Seguin for dinner at Chiliôs and a movie! We 

will meet at 4:30 pm at the church and will be back around 9pm. There is no school the next day so 
invite your friends to come and celebrate! 
 Also, our youth will again be participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring event coming up on Super 

Bowl Sunday, February 7th. This nationwide event is to help raise money and food for the hungry in 
our own community. The youth will be collecting food and money donations through out January and 
on Super Bowl Sunday! Last year we collected over $6000 worth of food and money for GCAM! More 

information on this event will come later. 
 One major program taking place this new year is our Confirmation Class for youth in the 6 th  
grade ! Confirmation will be an eight week class starting with a retreat and ending on Confirmation 

Sunday in May where Confirmands will choose to become members of the body of Christ and our 
church. There will be a Youth and Parent meeting on Sunday, February 21 starting at noon in the 
Choir Room  for all 6th graders interested in the Confirmation Class! To register for the Confirmation 

Class contact me at 672-8521. 
 As always, please donôt hesitate to come by and see me or call 203-0559 or email 
rjgriffin@gvec.net. 

Love in Christ, 
Joel Griffin 

 

 

 
 
 Thanks to everyone at FUMC for their prayers, participation, and monetary contributions which 

made the Christmas Food Boxes a successful project. 
 This year over 140 families received food.  Children's items including socks, underwear, books, 
stuffed animals, and assorted items were selected by GCAM patrons when they picked up their food 

box.  Each family received a box of candy canes with "The Story of the Candy Cane" attached.  
Included on this insert page was information about the FUMC services.  Each year we feel this is a 
project God wants us to continue.  It is  amazing how things  just "fall into place".   We continue to try 

to "Trust God" and the money, the volunteers, and the total project develops successfully as we work 
to help these families at this special time of the year.  The spirit of giving brings a great feeling of joy to 
our church family. 

 
THANK YOU VERY, VERY MUCH!!! 
Katie Garrett & Rosemary Hindman 

Chairmen 
 
 The first Sunday in January our Alter Rail offering will go to South Africa Methodist Volunteers in 

Mission and UMCOR.  Again we ask for your support.  
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ChildrenÞs Corner 
 

 

Happy New Year! 
 

Are your ready to start the new year?  A new year brings us hope and promises of fresh starts and 
good things to come.  Just like God has promised us-we have new life and new beginnings, our past 
is gone forever with faith and forgiveness! 

 
Pioneer Club will start back up on January 13th.  If you would like to attend the Spring Semester 
(and did not attend last semester), please contact me @ 672-8521 or by email @wkeck@gvec.net.   

If your child attended the fall semester and will not attend the Spring Semester, again, please 
contact me.   I will be sending out new 2010 medical release forms for the children, so watch for 
those in your mail.   

 
The Playground should be fully installed by the time Pioneer Club starts back!!  A HUGE THANK 
YOU to everyone for helping with this project!  

 
Meg Roberts will continue to work with the childrenôs choir.  Practice will be on Thursdayôs but time 
has not been set.  Watch for details-notes, mail and email! 

 
Start thinking about Summer Camps.  Cathedral Oaks is offering several for different age groups 
this year.  

  

Parenting the Early Years Bible Study will be offered again (same one as fall semester) in the 

evenings, starting either January 12 or January 19th.  If you are interested in attending the class, 

please contact the office.   

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!Happy New Year!   
   

From Your Family From Your Family From Your Family    
at First United Methodist Churchat First United Methodist Churchat First United Methodist Church   


