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FUMC  Newsletter 
FEBRUARY 2012 

Victoria District Celebration 
 

March 9, 2012 
Yoakum Community Center 
Registration begins at 6 p.m.  

and dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Watch your bulletins for more information. 

Happy House Valentine  
Bake Sale Fundraiser 

Sunday, February 12 

Between Services 

Wednesday, February 22 
Service at 6:00 p.m. 

in the Sanctuary 
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426 St. Paul, Gonzales, TX 78629  Phone:  830-672-8521  Fax: 830-672-4612  www.gvec.net/fumc 

PASTOR’S CORNER 

DO YOU HAVE HOPE?  I hope so.  We all need hope.  One of the reasons why I cherish 
hope is because hope never disappoints.  Real hope always rests in God, and this kind of hope 
never disappoints.  Sometimes our hope is tested by moments of difficulty, trouble, and despair.  But 
hope is always greater than the rocky roads we sometimes travel because hope is of God.  Hope is 
never dependent upon our own strengths and abilities.  Hope exists because of who God is!  Hope 
is a product of God’s grace!  Hope never dies because God never dies.  Hope is never conquered 
because God cannot be conquered.  There is nothing greater or more powerful than our Lord.  He is 
all powerful.  He is present everywhere in the past, present, and future ~ all at once.  And the Lord is 
all knowing.  There is not a thought that God does not already know.   

Now, what does all this mean?  It means that God always triumphs.  Romans 8: 37 reads, 
ñNo, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.ò   

When you feel inadequate to handle life’s pressures and you feel like you cannot take 
another step; then know God is absolutely with you.  God is with you now!  When you are weak, 
God is strong for you.  God watches over you when you are too down to even look up.   

Sometimes we feel forsaken, but “hope” is remembering that God is closer than our beating 
heart.  ñHope in Godò is the strength behind our going on; the encouraging words behind every 
smile.  When you feel forsaken, God is carrying you.  When you feel alone, God is comforting God.  
God is your Helper.  God is your Deliverer.   

Hope in God, because God never disappoints!  Take a moment right now to be still for a 
moment.  Quiet yourself from the noisy world, and you will know God is there.  God will never leave 
you nor forsake you!  That is our HOPE!  God bless you!     

~  Pastor Andy  

Conference Happenings… 
 

Our congregation is part of the Southwest Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church.  
The geographical landscape of this conference extends from Columbus westward through San 
Angelo, and from north Austin all the way south to the border with Mexico.  Currently we have 387 
United Methodist churches within our Conference. 

Overlapping the Southwest Texas Conference is the Rio Grande Conference which currently 
has 87 Hispanic United Methodist congregations.  Even though both conferences share the same 
Bishop (Rev. Jim Dorff) they operate independently from each other. 
 Last summer, leadership from both conferences agreed to assemble a Unification Steering 
Team to assess the possibilities of unifying these two separate conferences.  The hope is to be 
more efficient and effective in doing ministry within our geographical area.  At this coming June 2012 
Annual Conference meeting in Corpus Christi, the general body will vote on whether to move 
forward with this unification.  If you have further questions, please contact Pastor Andy or your 
delegates to Annual Conference (Johnnie & Debbie Fogle, and Martha Jo Whitt).  A web site with 
more information is available at www.onepeopleumc.org. 
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Altar Flowers  

for February are given by:  

February 5  
 

Herman and Sue Harris 
In Honor of Pastor Andy 

 

Dena, Michael and Stephanie Fritz 
Amy and Heath Lipke 

In Memory of John Louis Fritz 
 

Rankin and Alice Glover 
In Memory of Joe, Dorris, and Eddie Glover 

 

Kenny and Laverne Brzozowski 
 

February 12  
 

Emily Neuse 
Glen Preuss, II 

Jason and Stephanie Carter 
In Memory of Loved Ones 

 

February 19  
 

Laura, Tim, Lilly and Zane Conley 
In Memory of Brenda Kay Alex Gescheidle, 

Fred and Rosie Mae Alex,  
and Max Gescheidle Conley 

 

February 26  
 

Marian Gindler 
Lisa and Bruce Gindler 

In Memory of Otto and Larry Gindler 

Staff 

Rev. Andy Smith 
Joel Griffin, Youth Director 

Betty Wharton, Program Director 
Felicia Cantu, Secretary 

Willa Keck, Children’s Director 
Shirley Goss, Wesley Nurse 

Akiko Rockers,  Music Director 
Christina Menking, Organist 

Bill Meadows, Pianist 
Rosannah Green, Attendance 

Sandra Jandt, Happy House Director 

Victoria District Celebration 
 

March 9, 2012 
Yoakum Community Center 
Registration begins at 6 p.m.  

and dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Watch your bulletins for more information. 

 

LOVE IS IN THE AIR  
éor it will be soon 

 

Valentine's Day is coming.  Will you share your 
love story?  We are asking all who wish to do so, 
to submit your very unique story in writing.  It can 
be as long or as short as you wish.  Tell us how, 
when and where you met your spouse.  Was it 
love at first sight?  Or not?  And whatever you are 
willing to tell us.  We will share them at a special 
church function soon to be announced.  Please 
bring your stores (with photos if you wish) to the 
church office.  You are part of history and 
especially of our church family.  Questions?  You 
can call Anita Hornung, your church historian, at 
437-2826 or 830-377-8918.  

Happy House Valentine  
Bake Sale Fundraiser 

Sunday, February 12 

Between Services 

Welcome to our  New Members  
 

We would like to introduce and welcome those 
who have joined  our church family over the past 
few months: In July, Shannon Watson joined.  Her  
daughter Kylee, is active in our Children’s 
programs. In October Mark and Kimberly Strozier  
became new members.  Dr. Kimberly Strozier is 
the Gonzales School District  Superintendent and 
Mark owns and operates a construction company. 
In December an older Youth Confirmation Class 
was held and Jordan Johnson, Zachary Perez-
Clack and Stacey JoAnn Havel  all became full 
members through their confirmations. 
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Wesley Nurse News 
 

“When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when 

you lie down, your sleep will be sweet.ò   

Proverbs 3:24   
 

Sleep is essential to your well-being.  It is necessary 

for the body to recharge its batteries, heal its wounds, 

rest the spirit, and regroup for another day.  Everyone  

needs good quality rest,  deep, uninterrupted sleep for 

at least 6 or more hours a night, or you will experience 

fatigue, moodiness, irritability, poor memory, 

decreased dexterity, decreased energy level, and 

possibly depression. Whether related to stress, illness, 

or just a long day, people often have difficulty falling 

asleep.  Establish a bedtime routine that prepares you 

and your mind for sleep.  The room should be dark, a 

comfortable temperature, and quiet to allow the mind 

to relax.  A light snack of carbohydrates (yogurt, 

apple, cheese, or granola) before bed may be helpful 

but heavy spicy foods, alcohol, or caffeine will keep 

you awake.  Remember a bedtime prayer for 

additional comfort and relaxation. ñSo take a new 

grip with your tired hands and strengthen your 

weak knees.ò  Hebrews 12:12 Sleep apnea, a 

repetitious stop and start in bedtime breathing, will 

cause chronic fatigue which then impacts clarity of 

thinking and levels of activity.  A variety of issues such 

as weight, snoring, alcohol intake, or physical make-

up may cause this condition.  If you are consistently 

tired after a long night’s sleep you may not be getting 

sufficient oxygen during sleep.  Consider seeing a 

physician as this treatable condition is a risk for high 

blood pressure and severe cardiovascular problems. 

Many things can cause a poor night’s sleep also:  

excessive napping, physical ailments, excessive 

worrying, or even hormonal changes.  
Reference: Merila, N. & Slutz (2009) Seasons of Wholeness Monthly themes and 

programming for faith community ministry.  Volume VI.  International Parish Nurse 

Resource center; St. Louis, MO.       

 

Mark your calendar: On 2-23-12, at FUMC, Wesley 

Nurse will partner with Gonzales Healthcare Systems 

to host a complimentary luncheon/program by 

Cardiologist, Dr. William Craig on “New Treatments for 

Hypertension”. More information to follow.  RSVP is 

required by 2-21-12  at 672-1031.  

Wayside Shrines 

 

 Along European and Latin American 
roads, especially in Catholic countries, it’s 
common to encounter sculptures of Jesus, 
Mary or another religious image often set 
within a little shelter. People have erected 
these wayside shrines for centuries to mark 
an important event’s location, indicate a 
parish boundary or help a traveler find the 
way. They may be at crossroads, on hilltops 
or along stretches of open road. The shrines 
allow travelers to pause, offer prayers and 
turn  heart  and mind to  God.  
 What places in your life serve as wayside 
shrines, encouraging you to turn to God? For 
many Christians, weekly worship is such a 
place. Daily devotional reading might be a 
wayside shrine for you. Could the “empty” 
time, not of your choosing, between jobs or 
other life experiences be a wayside shrine, 
inviting you to step off the road and rest, pray 
and listen to God? When you take up your 
journey again, heart refreshed, remember 
that God always walks with you. 

Saturday March 3, 2012  
9am to 4pm @ Gruene UMC 

 

Part of being good stewards is taking care 
of God’s creation, the earth. This 
informative event will inspire and give 
participants  practical things they can do 
at their local church and in their daily lives. 
The event starts with morning worship 
followed by six breakout sessions. Have 
kids, bring them! Child care will be 
provided for the young ones, and a 
special program for elementary age kids 
will be offered that ties into the main 
event. 
 

Cost: $15 if registered by February 16th 
$20 after that and at the door.   

Childcare provided. 
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ANNIVERSARIES  

IN  

Wednesday, February 22 
Service at 6:00 p.m. 

in the Sanctuary 

2/04  Martha Jo  & John Whitt  

 

2/05  Joyce  & Dannie Schellenberg  

 

2/08  Natalie  & Philip Storey  

 

2/11  Jo Ann  & Scott Keck  

 

2/14  Linnea  & Robert Cowan  

 Leann & Pete Wilkerson  

 Laura & Wade Zella  

 

2/16  Pat  & Lynn Wilburn  

 Kris  & Greg McLain  

February Birthdays  
2/1 Bryan Pruett 
 Felicia Cantu 
2/2 Daniel Lester 
 Travis Raabe 
2/3 Marie Currie 
 Tyler Morgan 
2/4 Josh Lucas 
 Lacey Ploeger 
2/5 Robin Tinsley 
 Kelly McGuffin 
2/6 Jim Logan 
 Thom Raabe 
 Chelsea Petty 
 Samantha Barnick 
2/7 Samantha Turk 
 Bryan Logan 
2/8 Amanda Reed 
2/9 Edith Lucas 

2/10 Bill St.John 
 Sue Gottwald 

2/11 Jaylen Johnson 

2/12 Kyle Crozier 
 Isabella Crawford 
 Kara Watts 
2/13 Christi Leonhardt 
 Anne Boothe 
2/14 Jackie Hodgkiss 
 Brevin Wilson 
 Paden Boothe 
 Kohen Mills 
2/15 Sheila Pruett 
2/16 Scott Bakken 
 Monica McNeil 
2/17 Ozelle Laurence 
2/18 Jennifer Almaguer 
2/19 Brenda O’Bannion 
 Michael O’Bannion 
 Jacey Lester 
 Sue Ortman 

2/20 Bernice Heldarsen 
 Ryane Gilliam 
2/22 Lynda Frazier 
 Bill Weaver 
2/23 Dyna Dubose 
 Collins Crozier 
 Travis Keck 
2/26 Mike Kosser 
 Shirley Lassig 
 James Stetson 
 Trent Schauer 
2/27 Tommie McMurtry 
 Barry Boothe 
 Billy Boothe 
 Erin Hyman 
 Gay Riedel 
 Josh Avant 
 Jarren Johnson 
2/28 Twan Brady 
 Bryce Carleton 

Monthly Communion & Prayer Meeting 
 

Join us on February 15 in the Chapel at noon 

for Prayer, Communion and Worship.  

Following the service,  

lunch will be served in the Narthex. 
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If you are unable to serve on the date scheduled, please contact the church office, 672-8521. 

February 12, 2012 8:30 A.M. SERVICE        10:45 SERVICE 
 Braden Clampit Reese Griffin   ACOLYTES 
 Cade Davis Trace Herndon 
       

  Emmitt Currie (Lead) Percy Pettus (Lead)  USHERS   
 Billy Boothe Pal Lester 
 Sue Boothe Mary Tomas 
 Gary Clack Justin Pope 
 Marie Currie Jeffery Braune 
 

 Rosemary Hindman Dick Goss    LITURGIST 
 Kerry Morgan Kerry Morgan   CHILDREN’S SERMON 

February 5, 2012 8:30 A.M. SERVICE        10:45 SERVICE 
 Samantha Barnick Bella DuBose   ACOLYTES 
 Sydney Clack Cullen Eppright 
       

  Emmitt Currie (Lead) Percy Pettus (Lead) USHERS   
 John Whitt Pal Lester 
 Martha Jo Whitt Dwaine Siptak 
 Jimmy Borrer  Kelly Allen 
 Erwin Ckodre David Bird 
 

 Rosannah Green Lisa GIndler LITURGIST 
 Sandy Allen Sandy Allen CHILDREN’S SERMON 

February 19, 2012 8:30 A.M. SERVICE        10:45 SERVICE 

 Chase Heldarsen Weldon Holub   ACOLYTES 
 Ashtyn Kardosz Lane Mills 
       

  Emmitt Currie (Lead) Percy Pettus (Lead)  USHERS   
 Bill DeBerry Pal Lester 
 Kenneth Fink Tom Lester, Sr. 
 Dena Fritz Dick Goss 
 Herman Grauke Shirley Goss 
    

 Tom Lester, Jr. Bill Keck     LITURGIST 
 Commie Hisey Commie Hisey   CHILDREN’S SERMON 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

February 26, 2012 8:30 A.M. SERVICE        10:45 SERVICE 

 Ancel Atkinson Grace Morgan   ACOLYTES 
 Quinn Atkinson Sadie Morgan 
       

  Emmitt Currie (Lead) Percy Pettus (Lead)  USHERS   
 Al Garrett Pal Lester 
 Katie Garrett Greg Griffin 
 Rosannah Green Bitsy Henderson 
 Joe Britt Hindman Mike Davis 
    

 Commie Hisey Gene Kridler    LITURGIST 
 Emmitt Currie Emmitt Currie   CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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"O Love That Will Not Let Me Go" 
 

O Love that will not let me go,  
I rest my weary soul in thee;  

I give thee back the life I owe,  
That in thine ocean depths its flow  

May richer, fuller be.  
 

 George Matheson (1842-1906) wrote the words to this much-loved 
hymn while feeling intensely lonely and afraid.  
 Years back, his fiancé had broken their engagement upon learning he 
was going blind. Despite that challenge, Matheson had followed God’s call 
to a fruitful pastoral ministry — with his sister’s assistance. Now his sister 
was getting married, and Matheson worried about who would take care of 
him and if anyone would ever want to marry him.  
 Amid such despair, Matheson later shared, God gave him all four 
verses of this hymn in five minutes. It’s a poignant reminder that God’s love 
sustains us even when human love falls short. 
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The mission Committee wishes to thank the church members for all their donations and 
assistance during 2011. Your help helped to make our projects very successful. 

 We will have our committee meeting on Tuesday to make our plans for 2012.  One of our 
projects we need to improve is our "Methodist Helping Hands".  If an elderly or sick person needs 
someone to help do things such as change a light bulb, repair a plumbing problem, build a ramp, 
wash dishes, vacuum floors, etc.  We need to have many more volunteers that the church office 
can call when they receive a request for some assistance.  At the present time we only have Leroy 
Lavender, E.T. Gibson, Al Garrett, & Harold Bruns.  If you have some time to help these people 
please call the church office and also let them know some of the things you can help with. 

 

Jerry Jacobs, Chairman Mission Committee 

  

STATISTICAL  REPORT DECEMBER, 2011 
 

 DATE    8:30   10:45           TOTAL   SS           OFFERINGS 

  4    101    137   238    81  $ 12,039.45 

 11    104    115   219    76  $   7,738.76 

 18    133    146   279    68  $ 15,049.25 

 25     ð    108   108    ð  $ 14,576.40 
  

 Special Gifts          $   9,128.67 

            

 TOTALS:   338  _506_              844  225  $ 58,532.53 
  

 AVERAGES:   113  _127   211    75   
 

     TOTAL EXPENSES FOR THE MONTH:  $ 47,424.51 
      

     NET GAIN OR LOSS FOR THE MONTH:  $ 11,108.02  
 

     APPORTIONMENTS PAID TO DATE:             ___   100 %  

EARTH ANGELS  
 

Two great programs started 2012 for Earth Angels. The January meeting included a very 
informative, historical program explaining the role of quilts, and the meanings of the quilt blocks, as 
messages to the slaves escaping to the North on the Underground Railroad.  Earlier in the year, 
Earth Angel members had sewn the 16 blocks which comprised the quilt used in the program 
presentation.  The quilt will be donated to the Gonzales Public Library.  Our February 7 meeting 
should be just as educational and entertaining when the group will experience “fabric origami”, 
learning to make a rose from a fat quarter. 

Women who are interested in quilting make up a group called Earth Angels.  Our meetings 
are usually held at 6:00 PM on the first Tuesday of each month, at First United Methodist Church 
choir room.  A typical meeting involves a devotional or inspirational reading followed by mentioning 
any person who may be in need of prayers or in need of being “wrapped in God’s love” by the 
presentation of a quilt.  Members share ideas, quilting tips, as well as any quilts they have made 
during a show and tell time.  Fellowship and sharing play a major role in Earth Angels. Come visit; 
come join. 



9 

ChildrenÞs Corner 
 

 Thank you to my Childrenôs Ministry Committee for faithfully meeting, planning, discussing, and helping organize childrenôs 
events through out the year.  Our childrenôs Ministry committee members are:  Kenna Lucas, Kristi Mercer, Allison Davis, 
Laverne Brzozowski, Cheryl Atkinson, Cheryl Meadows, Larry Frye, Sandra Atkinson, Marie Currie, Keri Hornung, Tina Tenberg, 
Monica Smith, Melissa Schauer and our newest member, Teresa Clack!   Thank you,  good and faithful servants. 
 ñFor God so loved the World that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but 
have eternal lifeò John 3:16 NLT  Happy Valentineôs Day!!  God Loves You!! 
 

February Events:   
Wed., Feb 1 ï Pioneer Club, afterschool ï 5:30pm 
Wed., Feb 1 ï Souper Bowl of Caring Service Project!  Join with our youth and kids across the nation in providing non-
perishable food and/or money for those in need.   Our donations will benefit GCAM.    Support your favorite team for the Super 
Bowl, the Patriots or Giants, by placing your donations in your teamôs box!  Help your team win the SOUPER BOWL of CARING!  
Donations can be brought starting today through Sunday, February 5.  Boxes will be located in the breezeway and Narthex. 
Thur, Feb 2 ð Childrenôs Choir 
Sun, Feb 5 ï Help Pastor Andy serve Communion at Romberg House at 2:30pm 
Wed, Feb 8 ï Pioneer Club, afterschool ï 5:30pm including Service project for our homebound members and your loved ones 
Thur, Feb 9 ï NO Choir  practice today. 
Sun, Feb 12 - Happy House Bake Sale in Narthex.  Help support our preschool! 
Wed, Feb 15 ð Pioneer Club, afterschool ï 5:30pm 
Thur, Feb 16 ð Childrenôs Choir, afterschool - 4:45pm 
Sun, Feb 19 - Sunday School @ 9:45am with Fellowship Breakfast.   Bring your favorite breakfast dish to share! 
Wed, Feb 22 ï Pioneer Club, afterschool ï 5:30pm 
Wed, Feb 22 ï Ash Wednesday Service at 6:00pm.  All are invited to attend to begin the Season of Lent. 
Thur, Feb 23 ð Childrenôs Choir, after school ï 4:45pm 
 

Highlights of Months to come: 
March 12-16, GISD Spring Break, Planning a play day/craft day for sometime this week!  Watch for more information. 
March, Butterfly caterpillars arrive, possibly during Spring Break.   Date to be announced. 
Palm Sunday, April 1- Childrenõs Choir singing for Palm Sunday.  Children participate in Palm Processional. 
Wed, April 4 ð Easter Egg hunt, 5:15pm, after Pioneer Club 
Thur, April 5 ð Holy Thursday Service, evening 
Fri, April 6 ð Good Friday Service, time to be determined 
Sun, April 8 - Easter Sunday with Butterfly Release 
Wed, April 25 - Last Day of Pioneer Club, Help prepare for Spaghetti Supper 
Fri, April 29 - Spaghetti  Supper 
July 16-20 - Vacation Bible School, Theme this year is ñSKYò, where everything is possible with God!  Evenings. 
 

Cathedral Oakes Summer Camp for exiting 3rd-5th, (July 29 ï Aug 1).  If you are interested in attending, email me, as this camp 
fills quickly every year! 
 

 

1st Grade Pioneer Club students on a recent fishing expedition. 
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 Love is in the air this month! And our youth group is sharing God’s love with some great 
events in February!  Of course we will continue to have The Outside on Wednesday nights at 5:30 
for the JH and 6:30 for the SH with food, games and we will continue our study “Focus”. We also 
offer Sunday School on Sunday mornings at 9:45 for both age groups. And we are encouraging all 
our youth to attend Sunday morning services at 8:30 or 10:45.  
 Our Youth will be collecting cash and non-perishable food donations on Super Bowl 
Sunday, February 5. All (100%) of the donations will be given to Gonzales Christian Assistance 
Ministries or GCAM. On Super Bowl Sunday we will be holding soup pots at the church doors 
after both services and collecting donations until 12:30 p.m.  
 This month our youth will also be raising awareness and collecting money to stop people all 
over the world from dying from hunger through our 30 Hour Famine Event! The youth will get 
friends, family and church members to sponsor them for $1 an hour for the 30 hours they will fast 
on March 2-3. Each participants goal is to raise $360! During the Famine Event we will be going to 
Bethany UMC in Austin to fast with many other youth and play games, enjoy a concert by “Flyleaf”, 
worship together and do various service projects. Even if you can’t make it to the event, I 
encourage all our youth to participate in some way by raising money in any amount. If you have 
questions or would like to get a pledge packet for the 30 Hour Famine call me or drop me an e-
mail. 
 The dates and locations of our Mission Trips have been set. The Sr. High Mission Trip will 
be June 10-16 with UM ARMY to Poteet, Texas and the Jr. High Mission Trip will be July 8-12 with 
BASIC by UM ARMY to Cathedral Oaks. The cost for the Jr. High trip is $150 per person and the 
Sr. High trip is $250 per person. Registration forms are available in the church office or from me! 
 Our Christmas Mission Trip to Cedar Creek UMC was a huge success! Our group helped 4 
families continue to recover from the wildfires last September and we had a great time serving God. 
Thank you to the church for all your prayers and support! 
 As always, please don’t hesitate to come by and see me or call 672-8521 or email 
rjgriffin@gvec.net.  

Love in Christ,  Joel Griffin 

2011 UM Army Christmas Mission Trip 
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United Methodist Women  

Invites You to Attend the Study Entitled, 

Ȱ4ÈÅ *ÏÕÒÎÅÙȡ &ÏÒÇÉÖÅÎÅÓÓȟ  
Restorative Justice, & 
2ÅÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÁÔÉÏÎȱ 

(Not to be confused with the Advent study.)  

Led by Pastor Andy Smith  
 

Monday, February 6th 
in Narthex from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Lunch will be Provided 

 United Methodist Men met on January 19
th
 for a delicious meal, 

singing, and a program on the Christian Family Tree - a preview of the 
current Monday night Bible Study Class. 

 Fred Beeson gave the treasurer’s report and said there were 
funds available for projects.  

 The UMM Southwest Texas Conference retreat will be held at Mt. 
Wesley in Kerrville on February 25-26-27.  The deadline to register is 
February 10

th
. Bill Meadows will be attending and teaching a guitar class as well as leading music and 

providing a morning devotional. 

A Note From Our Music Director  
 

The Lenten season is upon us and soon we will 
prepare our hearts for the remembrance of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. How do we 
prepare our hearts to understand the love shown to 
us through the gift of God’s Son? Through prayer, 
devotions, study of scripture, and singing. I hope 
the adult and children’s choirs will help you prepare 
and understand the importance of the season. 
 
Coming Up: 
Wed, February 8:  
NO PRAISE or CHANCEL REHEARSAL 
 

Thurs, February 9
th

: NO CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
 

Wed, February 22: 6 p.m. Ash Wednesday service 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Akiko Rockers    
fumcchoir@gvec.net                     
cell: 785.979.5517 

St. Valentineõs Sacrifice 
 

 Every February 14, we celebrate the 
loved ones in our lives with cards, flowers and 
chocolate. But Valentine’s Day has another 
meaning that’s been lost.  
 First declared a holiday by King Henry 
VIII of England in 1537, it commemorates the 
beheading of St. Valentine on February 14, 
270 A.D. His crime? Performing wedding 
ceremonies after Roman Emperor Claudius II 
had outlawed marriage.  
 Valentine was martyred for faithfully 
doing the work God had given him. Although 
it’s good to celebrate love and marriage, let’s 
also remember the courage of a man who 
gave his life following his convictions. 

mailto:fumcchoir@gvec.net

