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FEBRUARY 01/

TR TP Jubilee Revival

This month our Church will host a revival. Rev. Mark Winter is an evangelist in the United
Methodist Church and travels all around the U.S. to inspire congregations to (as it says in Hebrews 12)

Arun with perseverance the race marked out
our faith.o

I think we all need a little extra dose of perseverance in our walk of faith. Every now and then we
need a special and sacred moment to help strengthen our faith, boost our sense of hope, and to inspire us
to love a little bit mor e. That 6s why we /¢
i nspiration, and blessing. And thatds why

The idea of Jubilee originates in Leviticus chapter 25. For the Hebrews, Jubilee was a celebration
that occurred every 50 years where slaves and prisoners would be freed, debts forgiven, and those
estranged from their homeland welcomed back. Mark is going to use drama skits and powerful preaching
to help us understand how Jesus Christ is our Jubilee; that our faith in Christ frees us from our heavy sins
and painful debts. We all need a good dose of perseverance so that we can continue to run the good race
of faith. ~ Pastor Andy

Jubilee Events

Sunday, February 21:
8:30am & 10:45 Worship Service with Rev. Mark Winter preaching.

e Noon: Luncheon. The church will provide the meat; members are to bring side dishes and desserts.

e YOUTH PIZZA PARTY: Sunday afternoon the Youth will gather for games, pizza, and a devotion
led by Rev. Winter. Time TBA.

o 6pm: Fellowship time in the Narthex. Sandwiches and refreshments will be available.

e 7pm: JUBILEE SERVICE in the sanctuary.

*Each night the Nursery wild/ be avail a
(games, crafts, devotions) for older children.

Monday, February 22:

e 6:45am Me n 6 s B irineha Xafthaxs All men are invited to come for a free breakfast and brief
devotional by Rev. Winter. Start your day off with some good fellowship!

e A" The Right CRew Wintee is sshedalad .to(erform his character building program in
both our Elementary and Intermediate Schools. This show teaches children to make good decisions
and uses magic tricks, comedy, storytelling and audience participation.

o 6pm: Fellowship time in the Narthex. Sandwiches and refreshments will be available.
e 7pm: JUBILEE SERVICE in the sanctuary.

Tuesday, February 23:

e 10:00am Wo me n 0 s iBthie Wantleesh All women are invited to come for brunch and a devotion
by Rev. Winter.

e 6pm: Catered dinner in the Fellowship Hall. Please RSVP to the church office.

e 7pm: JUBILEE SERVICE in the sanctuary.
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Brunch with Mark Winters

All women of the church
are invited to a brunch
hosted by the UMW
Tuesday, February 23d
at 10:00 a.min the Narthex.
Come join us for quiche, fruit,
cinnamon rolls, coffee and juice.
Mark Winters will have a devotional
and share some stories about his
work as an evangelist.
Please let the church office

know if you can join us. See you there.

JUBILEE REVIVAL
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Help us to welcome those who will be attending
the Jubilee Revival whether members or visitors.
This will be a time of gathering and fellowship.

We will be serving refreshments on Sunday and
Monday evenings before the revival begins. If
you can help by making small sandwiches,
veggie trays, fruit trays or cookies please
contact the office or Joan Griffin. We will also
need those who can be at the church before
6:00 p.m. to help set up and serve.

Come and help us make this a time of fun,
fellowship and spiritual growth for our church
and community.

\ubilee Reviva/

Led by Rev.
Man Showo

oO0ne

------ - First United Methodist Church

426 St. Paul ~ Gonzales, TX
830-672-8521
February 21, 22, 23 (Sunday ~ Tuesday)
Evening Worship 7pm

Tuesday 6pm

Mar kK Wi nt er O
Mi ni st r i e

Sunday and Monday 6pm

_ Catered Dinner and Program
Fellowship & Refreshments

Please RSVP to 830 - 672- 8521

Nursery & Childrends Programs /



Dear Friends,

We apologize for such a belated note. Your
kindness in helping with the community
Thanksgiving dinner was so appreciated. The use
of your wonderful fellowship hall and kitchen
made our job much easier. Thank you, also, for
the generous donation. It truly blessed us and
was so appreciated.

To all of your members who worked so
diligently, we thank you for giving of your time and
labor so unselfishly. May God bless you all and
bless your church as you spread the good news
of the Kingdom of God.

It was such a blessing to work side by side
with you.

Sincerely,
Helping Hands Ministry

Dear FUMC Family,

Thank you! Thank you for a wonderful baby
shower--yummy food, cute presents, good
company--it's hard to get better than that. We are
so thankful for your thoughtful gifts for the new
baby (and many for Anna, too! She's going to
think it's Christmas all over again).

Even more, we are deeply grateful for your
care of our family over the past months. For
meals, and help taking care of Anna, and taxi
service, and errand running, and house cleaning,
and so much more. | am convinced that | am
healthy, and the baby full-term, because of your
help. You allowed me to get the rest | needed
and not to worry about all of those other
things. What an incredible church family you
are. Thank you most of all for all of your prayers.

We give thanks to God for you, for your
generous spirits and giving hearts.

In Christ's Love,
Andy, Monica, Anna, and the Little One

Victoria District

Celebration

March 6, 2010
Yoakum Community Center
Registration begins at 6 p.m.

and dinner at 6:30 p.m.
$10 presale

$12 at the door

Presale reservations will be taken till
February 25th through the church office.

Mission Committee News

At the Mission Committee meeting we
reviewed the many projects that were
accomplished during 2009 and made plans for
2010. The committed plans to continue with the
foll owing projects: g
Boxes, South Africa Methodist Volunteers in
Mission, Missionary in Papua New Guinea, The
Heifer Project, Christmas Shoe Boxes, Janet &
Roy Mayo6s Mi ssionary

UMCOR, and locally GCAM, Christian
Womenos Job Corp, He l
[feeding Homeless persons], Gonzales Youth
Center, & Normabés Hous

Pastor Andy & | had the opportunity to visit with
Richard Bosart, Executive Director of South
Africa Methodist Volunteers in Mission. This
gave us the opportunity to learn more about the
many great projects being completed in South
Africa by Mission Teams from the United States
and many other countries. Richard assists each
mission team with projects, materials, tools,
lodging during their stay in South Africa. Pastor
Andy and the Mission Committee would like for
our Church to send a Mission Team to South
Africa in 2011. If you are interested in being on
this team please let Pastor Andy or Jerry Jacobs
know.

Jerry Jacobs
Chairman of Mission Committee




LIBRARY LINES By virginia Hallmark

NEW VEGGIE TALES IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY:

What are Veggie Tales? They are a part of the Li

from valuable lessons taught by the CDs or DVDs in Veggie Tales. Kids will cheer a cucumber as he
overcomes incredible odds. Esther - the girl who became queen i teaches kids that you never need to be

afraid to do whatds right. Larry Boy and the Rulmort

can hurt. He wants us to spread nice words. The Toy that Saved Christmas is about giving, especially
about a baby who was the greatest gift of all. Parents, think about checking out a few for your children.

PURCHASES BY LIBRARY BOARD:

Veggie Tales: Holiday Pack St. Nicholas, a Story of Joyful Giving
Moe and the Big Exit Esther
Duke and the Great Pie War God Wants Me to Forgive Them
Wherebds God -SWdreein | 6m S

Max Lucado Hermie & Friends

Alexander Tolstoy Martin the Cobbler

READING AND DISCUSSION BOOK CLUB:

December 17, 2009 Meeting i BOOK: CHRISTMAS IN PLAINS by Jimmy Carter. The group had a
wonderful Christmas luncheon at the home of Virginia Hallmark. We had 12 present including former
members, Twan Brady, new member, Marian Hays, guest, Swan Reid, and returning member, Madeline
Bird. We enjoyed our Christmas selection by Jimmy Carter. After an extended discussion, we decided that
most of us enjoyed the same happy experience at the Christmas that former President Carter remembers.
Next meeting: January 28, 2010. BOOK: The Help by Kathryn Stocker.

BOOK REVIEWS:

MARRY A PREGNANT VIRGIN: UNUSUAL BIBLE STORIES FOR NEW AND CURIOUS CHRISTIANS -
Forget the unorthodox title and read it as a very good religious book. The book is said to be for ministers
and church leaders. As a layman, | found it fascinating. Frank Honeycutt, a minister of the Lutheran
Church, is a skilled storyteller. He presents old stories from the Bible with fresh interpretations. | came
away with a better understanding of the Bible. The stories explored begin with Advent and end with
Pentecost in a whole new way. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.

REFLECTIONS OF MESSIAH by Jim Melchiorre - The author is a television journalist and producer and this
is his first book. The book is a collection of Advent meditations. Interesting if you have time to read one
every day during Advent. | loved it.

HOW GOOD DO WE HAVE TO BE? By Harold S. Kushner. He is a rabbi widely read by Christians and non
-Christians. His love for people everywhere is evident in his writing. This book is written for everyone who
experiences terrible guilt, anger depression or disappointment. Rabbi Kushner believes that no one is
perfect and that life is too complex for anyone to live without making mistakes. He believes that we need not
fear the | oss of Goddés | ove when we are | ess tha

n
Godobés guidance in writing this book. I FEEL THA|T

It may be the best book | have read this past year.

ALL NATURE SINGS by J. Robert Jacobson i Creation and New Creation through the Eyes of Scripture i
This is beautiful poetry in this writerds opinigdg
believes the value of these books lies in the cumulative effect of the readings over time. The meditation
begins with a brief scripture followed by a slow and thoughtful read relating to the creation of the earth
before and beyond. The daily readings are truly awe inspiring. The presence of God can be truly felt during
the daily readings. PLEASE TAKE THIS HOME AND READ IT IF ONLY FOR A WEEK OR TWO. You will
be surprised.

AND THE ONE WHO IS SEATED ON THE THRONE SAID, BEHOLD, | AM MAKING ALL THINGS NEW.
(Rev 21:5a) Beyond the universe there is a Throne And on that Throne Someone is seated. In English we
cal l that Someone fAGodo. For us and for every ¢
other truths: SOMEONE IS IN CHARGE. Someone is responsible for all that exists. There is a Throne, and

God is seated on it. (Taken from AAIl Nature Singso
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Here are just a few of the events happening this
month.

Our Youth will be collecting cash and non -
perishable food donations on Saturday, February 6 and
on Super Bowl Sunday, February 7. All (100%) of the
donations will be given to Gonzales Christian
Assistance Ministries or GCAM.  The youth will be at = A
GCAM on Saturday the 6th from 9am until noon taking  FROMTHE  °
donations. On Super Bowl Sunday we will be holding
soup pots at the church doors after both services and YOUTH DIRECTOB
collecting donations until 12:30 p.m.

Also, Make plans to be at the Super Bowl Party on Sunday night, February 7 at Trey
Lest er ' s Mdetooutsheré at 5pm or at the church at 4:30pm. You are asked to bring your
favorite football watching food and a friend. There will be contests and prizes given away. You

donét want to miss the best Super Bowl party
Our Girls Retreat and Guys Campout are scheduled for Friday -Saturday, February 19 -
200 The girl s wildl be heading to Austin to sp

event. This event is a high-energy event packed with Bible teaching, worship, stories and a whole
lot of fun! There will be small groups, a talk show, fashion show and much more. The cost for the
Girls Retreat will be $60 and includes lodging, a goodie bag and all conference materials. All girls
7-12 grades and MOMS are invited! The Guys Campout will be a time for the guys to get away
and get back to nature. The campout is for all guys 7-12 grades and DADS! Bring your tent and
sleeping bag and enjoy meals cooked over a campfire, catch some fish and just hang out with the
guys. We will also have worship under the stars. The deadline to register for both events is
Wednesday, February 10th. You can pick up a registration form from the church office or me.

Our Confirmation Class for youth in the 6 ™ grade will be starting in early March
Confirmation will be an eight week class starting with a retreat on March 7 and ending on
Confirmation Sunday, May 2nd where Confirmands will choose to become members of the body
of Christ and our church. There will be a Youth and Parent meeting on Sunday, February 14
starting at noon in the Choir Room  for all 6th graders interested in the Confirmation Class! To
register for the Confirmation Class contact me at 672-8521. This year we will also be starting a
Confirmation Class for older youth who have not been confirmed yet. This class will be shorter
and will start in April. Keep your eyes open for more information.

The dates and locations of our Mission Trips have been set. The Junior High Mission Trip
will be June 6-10 to Southeast Texas and the Sr. High Mission Trip will be June 20-26 with UM
ARMY to Shiner, Texas. The cost for the Jr. High trip is $120 per person and the Sr. High trip is
$225 per person. Registration forms are available in the church office or from me!

As al ways, pl ease donot hesitate -8581 oc enmie
rjgriffin@gvec.net.

Love in Christ, Joel Griffin

end

by

United Methodist Men

United Methodist Men met on Thursday, January 21° at 7:00pm with the program
focusing on our local Cub Scout Program. Our guest was Dennis Nesser, Scoutmaster
who shared information on this important program for our youth.

The February program will feature a DVD dealing with renowned evangelist David
Ring on fiwhatoés your probl em?0d ™ateZ:000.M. in the
Narthex.

UMM is still working and considering other projects as well. See you there.
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Childrenbs Corne

Happy Valentinebds Day to everyone! On t hi
families and friends more than we normally dol.

more than we can ever imagine!

This month, we begin the Lenten season with Ash Wednesday on February 17. We begin a
time of looking at our hearts and lives, confessing our sins, repenting and returning to the people he
called us to be and to prepare for Easter and the joy that is to come that special morning.

Remember that Goddés amazing | ove never sto
Calendar of Events:

Wed., Feb 3 1 Pioneer Club, afterschool i 5:30pm and children/youth choir @ 5:00pm. (Meg
Roberts will notify you of any changes in choir practices)

Sun, Feb 7 1 Sunday School @ 9:45am

Wed, Feb 10 i Pioneer Club , afterschool 1 5:30pm and children/youth choir @ 5:00pm

Sun, Feb 14 7 Happy Valentines and Sunday School @ 9:45am

Sun, Feb 14 7 Bake Sale Fundraiser in the Narthex for Happy House , between services

Sun, Feb 14 7 Come help Pastor Andy serve Communion at Romberg House @ 1:15pm. The
residents love to see you and this is a great way to serve your church.

Wed, Feb 17 i Pioneer Club, afterschool i 5:30pm, children/youth choir @ 5:00pm and Ash
Wednesday Services @

Sun, Feb 21 - Sunday School @ 9:45am

Sun, Feb 21 7T i Jubi | ee o bedns withvMark Winters bringing the message during both
services and then join us again for the evenings services on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday at
7: 00pm. Nursery wil/| be avail abl e. Childre
planned during the evening services-music, crafts, story time and more! On Sunday Night, you
dondét want to miss a Puppet group bringing us
Wed, Feb 24 1 Pioneer Club , afterschool i 5:30pm

Sun, Feb 28 7 Sunday School @ 9:45am

Important notes, dates and events in the months to come:
The Playground is complete and in full swing! The children are enjoying every inch of it on
Wednesday afternoons. Be sure to drive by to see the children playing and exercising! Again, let
me extend my appreciation and gratitude to everyone working to make this happen.
Joel Griffin, our youth director is offering Confirmation classe s beginning March 7 for any 6"
grader. For more info on confirmation, contact Joel as he has all of the details on this 8 week
course.
Good Luck to all of the Stock Show participants March 5™-7"" and have fun on Spring Break ,
March 15-19. Palm Sunday is March 28. Children will be involved in the palm processional at both
services.
Butterflies will arrive sometime in March. Watch the bulletin, mail and March newsletter for details
on their arrival! Easter is April 4 and activities are in the planning stages. Spaghetti Supper is
scheduled for Friday, April 16". Cathedral Oakes Summer Camp for exiting 3"-5™, (June 6-9)
registration forms have arrived and are located in the church office. This camp is limited to 25
girls and 25 boys. | encourage early registration as it is being promoted by the Victoria District also
and may fill up. Other camping experiences and dates are as follows:

Cathedral Oaks Summer camp for entering 6™ i 8" grade: July 25-28

Mt. Wesley Camp for entering 3"-4"grade: June 13-15 and July 11-14

Mt. Wesley Camp for entering 5"-6" grade: June 20-24 and August 8-12

Mt. Wesley Music, Art & Drama Camp for entering 46" grade: July 28-31

Mt. Wesley JAM Camp for entering 6™-8" grade: June 27-July 1

Mt. Wesley Jr. High River Camp for entering 6"-8" grade: July 11-15
Vacation Bible School 1 July 11/12-July 15, evenings

ps!

t h



Happy House News

Bible Verse: Let Us Love One Another. John 4:7
Bible Story: The Good Samaritan
Science Lesson: Floating

Events: February 1* - Spring Fundraisers Start
February 10" i Walking fieldtrip to Dentist Office @ 10:30
February 14" i Bake Sale in the Narthex between Services
February 24" i Spring Fundraisers End

During this month our students are also learning about animals, Dental Health and Texas.

Planting Little Seeds of Faith
Sandra Jandt, Happy House

Christian Womeno6és Job C
Spring Semester

w A new Christian assistance mi

. Corps of Gonzales County, is opening its doors for the first class of
women who will receive job/life skills training beginning January 27 at
the former Episcopal rectory located at 721 St. Louis. CWJC of Gonzale

Christian Women's Job Corps™ County is a non-profit ministry that offers women a hand up rather than

A Ministry of WMU a hand out. CWJC is a ministry o
Baptist Church, but is non-denominational in its operations and
function. Volunteers from many churches in the area are involved as well as other community
organizations. The 10 week program will include a daily Bible study and coursework on various topics
ranging from relationships to budgeting and family finance to preparing resumes and dressing for
success. The afternoon class will be taught at the Gonzales Learning Center where the women wi
learn a variety of computer skills based on their need and level of functioning.
If you or your small group would like to volunteer in any capacity, here are some areas where we

can use help: sponsor or bring in a meal for the women and have lunch with them, donate to a specia
childcare fund for the participantds children,
such as the family picnic sometime in the spring and the graduation celebration in mid-Ap r i |
love for you to come by and visit us any time. There are volunteer applications available if you think
you would enjoy participating in this life -changing ministry for the women in Gonzales County. Call
Sherry Poe, director, for more information at 830 672 6180.

BV Young at Heart
)7\ a

The Young at Heart Group will
be going to La Grange on

FOR THE YOUNG

M/ February 18. They will tour the
= ~ Czech Heritage and Cultural
s Center Library and Museum

AT HEART located on the Fayette County

Fairgrounds. They will have
WedneSday, February 17 lunch at the La Marina Restaurant. Please be

Service at 6:00 p.m. at the church at 8:30 a.m. if you plan to go.




Earth Angels

The January meeting of Earth Angels was held on January 5" at the Gonzales Christian
Womenés Job Corps. A speci al heart quilt w
Corner in Shiner in appreciation for all her support and commitment to the endeavors of our
group as well as being a birthday present for her. Also, a quilt was presented to Michelle
Lavender in appreciation for her many years of presiding over the group. We hope she
continues to do so since she does such a great job. We are currently working on 3 memory
quilts for the family of a Houston policeman who was killed in the line of duty. Work continues on
our sampler quilt project under the direction of one of our group members. Pam and Tommy
Lester volunteered their place fidown sout ho
enjoyed by 10 members. Thanks to the efforts of Rosemary Hindman, photos of one of a
summer 6s Mystery Quilt Retreat wi | | be f eat
Quilting magazine.

Women who are interested in quilting make up a group called Earth Angels. They meet at
6:00 PM the first Tuesday of each month, either at First United Methodist Church or at

someoneds home. OQur February 2 meeting wil/l
A typical meeting involves a devotional or inspirational reading followed by mentioning any
person who may be in need of prayers or may

the presentation of a quilt. Members share ideas & any quilts they have made during a show
and tell time.
Anyone, young or old, from beginner to advanced level, regardless of religious affiliation, is

invited to join Earth Angels. A good time of fellowship is guaranteed. For more information
contact the FUMC at 672-8521. We hope everyone is having a wonderful new year!

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS

United Methodist Women began 2010 with Cheryl Meadows leading the
Pledge Service in both the Lenore Boothe Circle and the Wesleyan Circle.

Our first unit meeting will be on March 1% at 10:00 A.M. in the Narthex with
Pastor Andy Smith leading the Food & Faith study. This study is the biblical
study for this year and discusses the connection between food and the
importance it played during biblical times. | found it extremely interesting when
| took this same study at the School of Christian Mission this past summer. |
| ook forward to hearing Andyo6s'. Weéwailh:
begin at 10:00 A.M. and anyone interested in joining us is welcome. It would
be awesome to fill the Narthex with women and men (if you like).

who would like to have a copy. You may pick one up at the church office. There will be a list and
we ask that you please mark off your name when you get your book.

United Methodi st Womendés year books ar eatlarge

as g
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@ All ladies are invited to the Annual Sweetheart Luncheon
Saturday, February 6th at Noon in the Narthex.
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: how many to prepare for. Hope to see you there.
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Please call the church office to sign up so we will know |
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