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PASTORG6S CORNER

Timing is everything. Well if not everything then at least almost everything. | remember the
story about how researches at Xerox developed t

they determined any practical use for it. Thhe i
of the computer industry to catch up! It was through the work of Apple Computers that the
Amouseod concept became an integral part of our

timing is pretty important.

Jesus had a pretty good sense of timing. He knew when to share certain things and when
not to. Often times the disciples wanted Jesus to elaborate on some teaching; they wanted to be
told more, to see more, to experience more, to understand more. | think one of the reasons Jesus
di dnét share more was because it didndét quite f
theserequestswasi My ti me has not yet come. 0O

Jesus had a perfect sense of timing. He knew when to lead the crowds and when to slip
away unnoticed. Jesus knew when to teach; when to pray, to celebrate, to fast, and to feast.

The Advent season is all about timing, because the word advent me ans #fAcomi ng. O
Advent, we celebrate the timely arrival of tlhe (
coming into our hearts and remember that this Holy Child went on to the cross for the redemption
of the world.

Advent also deals with the Second Coming of Christ. During the four weeks before

Christmas (which is the time we call Advent)| we
Kingdom through the second coming of Chri st b €
love will reign in the hearts of all people and in all things. Until that happens we wait. We wait, we
anticipate and we hope. So this is one of tlhe
We trust that God uses just the right timing to guide, inspire, and bless our lives. Unfortunately,
webdbre not often faithful at trusting in Godps t

answered immediately and in the way we want them.

We cannot hope to fully understand God's sense of timing. Scripture says that not even the
"angels of heaven, nor the Son" are privy to the divine schedule of events. (Matthew 24: 36) So
unf ortunately, none of wus wil/l l i kely get a|cop
says to not worry about Godds sense of timing
readiness. AKeep watch, 0 Astay alviagklear that Jebue wapts espta/r e d
understand the importance of timing and to not miss the reason for this season.

Advent is a wonderful time to meet Christ anew; to let the Christ Child be born again in your
heart; to renew your trust in Godo6s timing flor
the right kind of preparations; by making sure this season is more Holy than holly. Prepare
yourself, your heart, your home and your family through worship and prayer. Reread the stories of
Christ's birth all over again. Find a good book of Christmas stories. Find an Advent devotional. Be
prepared.

God Bless You and Yours this Holy Season,
Pastor Andy




ltés time to order your
Sanctuary during Christmas. The flowers will be
placed in the Sanctuary on December 20th. There
are a limited number available from the florist so
place your order early. The cost will be $15 per
plant. Fill out the order form found in the church
bulletin and return to the church office by December
16th. Make checks payable to FUMC-Poinsettias.
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Schedule of
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Thursday, December 24, 2008
Christmas Eve Services

4:30 p.m. Family Communion
7:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion
11:30 p.m. Candlelight Communion

6s Director



Younq at Heart

THANK YOU!
The Young at Heart Group
FOR THE YOUNG

First United Methodist Church \liy will be going to Victoria on

and The Earth Angels, XA Friday, December 11.
Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt. We }/4 \\\

bsolutelv | and © | t i They will be going to the
absolutely love it and Carson does too. is - i
awesome for him to have something from his AT HEART Northside Baptist Church

mommyo6és childhood <chur ¢h tos%ee W%‘r rL!lsma§
have grown up in such a loving church. Pageant. The pageant beglns at :30 p.m.
Thanks again,| We will leave the church at 3:30 so we can

Krista, Nick & Carson Keefe | eat before attending the pageant.

Holiday Office Schedule

The church office will be closed December 24, 25, 31 & January 1.
On December 23 & 30 the office will be open 8 a.mNoon.

A Christmas Creed

| believe in Jesus Christ and in the beauty of the gospel begun in Bethlehem.

| believe in the one whose spirit glorified a little town; and whose spirit still brings music to gerso

all over the world, in towns both large and small.

| believe in the one for whom the crowded inn could find no room, and | confess that my he
sometimes wants to exclude Christ from my life today.

| believe in the one who the rulers of the earth ignored and the proud could never understa
life was among common people, whose welcome came from persons of hungry hearts.

| believe in the one who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible:

| believe in the one whose cradle was a mother's arms, whose modest home in Nazareth h
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its only wealth, who looked at persons and made them see what God's love saw in them, who b} lovi

sinners back to purity, and lifted human weakness up to meet the strength of God.
| confess my ewdasting need of God: The need of forgiveness for our selfishness and greed

of new life for empty souls, the need of love for hearts grown cold.
| believe in God who gives us the best of himself.

the

| believe in Jesus, the son of the living God, born in Bethlehem this night, for me and for th¢ wor




